 

INTEGRATED  WATER  RESOURCE  INTERNATIONAL  WORKSHOP

 
 
In the drive for rapid urban development how can Indian cities become more liveable and resilient to the challenges of climate change?  

 
A one-day workshop will be held on 25 April 2012, hosted by IWRI and Atkins. 
 
Draft Agenda – Prepared by Atkins Limited

 
	1.
	Key Note Speaker
	To be identified by IWRI

	2.
	India’s Plans for Rapid Urbanisation
	Richard Alvey (Director for Cities, Atkins)

	3.
	India’s Climate Missions
	Ripin Kalra Associate Low-Carbon Development/ Disaster Risk Reduction, WS Pimc and Senior Fellow University of Westminster (TBC)
 

	4.
	Low Carbon Cities, Mysore and Madurai – Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) Prosperity Fund research project

 
	Jitesh Brahmshaktriya (Head of Environmental Planning, Atkins Bangalore)

 

	5.
	Resilient Water Infrastructure
	Graydon Jeal (Principal Consultant, Atkins Water)

	6.
	The Future of Low-Carbon Energy Growth in India
	Nick Robbins HSBC’s Climate Change Centre of Excellence (TBC)
 


 
Synopsis

 
India is entering a new phase of rapid urbanisation, it is forecast that 300 million people will migrate from the countryside to urban areas.  The scale of growth required is equal to a new city the size of Chicago each year!  With an estimated urban population of 570 million by the year 2030, the pace of urbanisation will be phenomenal with large numbers of people being accommodated in existing cities at increasing densities and in new cities that offer opportunities for design innovation.  Rapidly changing lifestyles and the emergence of a middle class with disposal incomes are creating demand for private transport and increased leisure as well as creating disparities among the population.

 
The Government have embarked on an audacious new building programme, which includes a series of urban corridors where modern infrastructure will link chains of planned new towns.  The first, joining the capital of Delhi to the Mumbai business hub will include 24 new industrial cities being planned by a joint venture development corporation.  

 
This growth will not just take place in the Tier 1 Metropolitan centres such as Delhi and Mumbai, a large percentage will need to be accommodated in the 5,000 Tier 2 and 3 cities.  This workshop focuses on these smaller cities and addresses the challenges that they will need to face in creating a sustainable and distinctly Indian urban future.

 
In 2008 the Indian Government announced the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) which identifies eight core ‘national mission’s’ running through to 2017.  Turning the goals of these climate missions into practical action will require energy efficient urban planning and demand-side management before technological solutions are applied.  There is a large deficit in affordable energy supply in many urban areas.  Low-income groups often lack access to basic services including water and sanitation.  These populations directly interface with the changes and extremes in climate and cannot afford the mechanical means (air-conditioning etc) to insulate themselves from it.  Water is an increasingly scarce resource in dense urban areas, a problem exacerbated by unregulated withdrawal from aquifers.

 
The Atkins Low Carbon research project demonstrates how low carbon planning techniques can be applied to managing the growth and expansion of Indian Cities. Firstly through two pilots at local level in Mysore and Madurai which would develop and tailor low carbon tools to the India context and secondly through preparation of a planning and design sourcebook showcasing lessons learned and guidance for general application.   The project complements Government of India Solar City initiatives by addressing how rapid urbanisation pressures can be positively shaped to “lock in” lower carbon intensity in new development by applying low carbon masterplanning techniques. 
 
The private sector have a key role to play in helping to fund and promote sustainable neighbourhoods in Tier 2 and 3 Indian cities and to realise the many ideas being put forward by the NAPCC climate missions and research projects such as the FCO Prosperity Fund – Low Carbon Cities.  

 
The IWRI can assist by helping to facilitate an exchange of ideas between potential public and private sector partners and acting as a catalyst for the promotion of innovative technology and expertise in the areas of water and sustainable integrated development, in order to improve the quality of life in rapidly developing Indian cities.

 
 

